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How far do FSA Camp workers travel to get jobs? 
(Hach car = 20 jobs) 
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Most jobs are located within 6 miles from camp but there are also 
meny jobs which are more than 20 miles away. 
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(Tie de the third of a series of reports to be issued monthly on 
the employment situation of agriculturel workers living in F. S. A. 
migratory letor camps. The data for these reports are suppiied from 
a ten per cent semple of ell families in camps--a new sample being 
selected every week. All members of each household who ere working 
or seeking work are reported upon with regard to their employment 
activities during the week in which the family is included in the 


semple). 


Berkeley, California. May 6, 1940. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
and 
Farm Security Administration 
Employment and Earnings of Farm Workers Residing in Farm Security 
Administration Migratory Labor Camps in California and Arizona. 
March 24 to April 20, 1940 
SLOW IMPROVEMENT IN EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 

Employment for the first week of this four-week period dropped 
sharply from the level of the preceding week. Rhetseatan and third 
weeks showed some improvement and by the fourth week (ending April 
20) employment was at the highest level reached so far this year. 
However, because of the low level in the early weeks, the average 
employment situation for this four-week period was almost identical 
with that of the previous four-week period. 

Approximately three-fourths of the workers remain wholly unem- 
ployed each week. Those who obtained work received only an average 
of 3 days employment per week. They earned an average of $5.76, or 
$1.83 per day. 

In addition, some workers are engaged on public assistance pro- 
jects - WPA, NYA, FSA work orders, etc. However, it appears that the 
camps have not been reporting fully on this type of work. Some camps 


report large numbers of workers engaged in these activities while 


other camps report no workers thus engaged. 


EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS BY REGIONS 
Northern California Camps (Windsor, Gridley, Yuba City, Winters, Thorn- 
ton).- The chief job reported was spinach cutting (at Gridley and 


Thornton) in the first two weeks. Throughout the period there was a 
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good deal of general farm work, pruning and brush burning. Princi- 

pal non-agricultural job was wood cutting. Levee patrol in the Yuba 
City camp was the best paying job. Several persons were reported work- 
ing out FSA grants. 

San Joaquin Valley Camps (Westley, Visalia, Shafter, Arvin, Corcoran). 
Employment in these camps was at an extremely low level, only one job 
being reported for the four weeks at Mobile Unit No. 2 at Corcoran 

and practically none being reported at Visalia. Again this region had 
the lowest level of employment of the four regions with consequent low- 
est family earnings. Virtually no public assistance was reported in 
this region. The employment obtained in the camps other than Visalia 
and Corcoran was largely agricultural, principally potato picking, pea 
picking and packaging, general farm work, irrigating and pruning. 
Imperial and Coachella Valley Camps (Indio, Calipatria, Brawley, Holt- 
ville). The largest proportions of worker and family employment were 
in this region. At Holtville the principal jobs were tying carrots 
(143¢ a crate), topping carrots, and haying, ($2.50 per day). Tying 

and topping carrots furnished the chief employment at Brawley. Workers 
at Indio were picking grapefruit at $1.25 a ton and hoeing and suckering 
COrmne 

Arizona Camps (Agua Fria and 11-Mile Corners).- Agua Fria reports a 
good deal of lettuce Lhe inite cepa inte in the first half of the period. 
Cantaloupe cultivating was reported here during the last week. Employ- 
ment at 11-Mile Corners was meager, with a few irrigating jobs reported. 


The predominating hourly wage rate for farm work in Arizona was 25 cents. 
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